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(2) EXCEPTION.—The name of a foreign per-
son to be included in the list required by sub-
section (a)(1) may be submitted in the classi-
fied annex authorized by paragraph (1) only
if the President—

(A) determines that it is vital for the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to do so;

(B) uses the annex in a manner consistent
with congressional intent and the purposes
of this Act; and

(C) not later than 15 days before submit-
ting the name in a classified annex, provides
to the appropriate congressional committees
notice of, and a justification for, including
the name in the classified annex despite any
publicly available credible information indi-
cating that the person engaged in an activity
described in section 3(a).

(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The unclassified portion
of the report required by subsection (a) shall
be made available to the public, including
through publication in the Federal Register.

(2) NONAPPLICABILITY OF CONFIDENTIALITY
REQUIREMENT WITH RESPECT TO VISA
RECORDS.—The President shall publish the
list required by subsection (a)(1) without re-
gard to the requirements of section 222(f) of
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8
U.S.C. 1202(f)) with respect to confidentiality
of records pertaining to the issuance or re-
fusal of visas or permits to enter the United
States.

(e) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term
‘“‘appropriate congressional committees”’
means—

(1) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban
Affairs, the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions, and the Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Appropriations, the
Committee on Financial Services, the Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

———

NOTICES OF INTENT TO OBJECT
TO PROCEEDING

I, Senator CHARLES HE. GRASSLEY, in-
tend to object to proceeding to the
nomination of David Malcolm Robin-
son to be Coordinator for Reconstruc-
tion and Stabilization, PN336, dated
December 17, 2015.

I, Senator CHARLES HE. GRASSLEY, in-
tend to object to proceeding to the
nomination of David Malcolm Robin-
son to be Assistant Secretary of State
(Conflict and Stabilization Operations),
PN337, dated December 17, 2015.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 17, 2015, at 9:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“The Status of JCPOA Implementation
and Related Issues.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
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ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 17, 2015, at 2:30
p.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
in executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that the Homeland Security
and Governmental Affairs Committee
be discharged and the Senate proceed
to the consideration of the following
nominations en bloc: PN645 and PN424.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATIONS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will proceed now to executive ses-
sion to consider the following nomina-
tions, which the clerk will report en
bloc.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the mnominations of Darlene
Michele Soltys, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the
Superior Court of the District of Co-
lumbia for the term of fifteen years;
and Robert A. Salerno, of the District
of Columbia, to be an Associate Judge
of the Superior Court of the District of
Columbia for the term of fifteen years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote en bloc without intervening
action or debate on the nominations in
the order listed; that following disposi-
tion of the nominations, the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate; that no further motions
be in order to any of the nominations;
that any statements related to the
nominations be printed in the RECORD;
that the President be immediately no-
tified of the Senate’s action and the
Senate then resume legislative session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

If there is no further debate, the
question is, Will the Senate advise and
consent to the Salerno and Soltys
nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

——————

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now resume legislative session.

————

PROVIDING FOR A JOINT SESSION
OF CONGRESS TO RECEIVE A
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of H.
Con. Res. 102, which is at the desk.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 102)
providing for a joint session of Congress to
receive a message from the President.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 102) was agreed to.

———

CONVENING OF THE SECOND SES-
SION OF THE ONE HUNDRED
FOURTEENTH CONGRESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of H.J. Res. 76, which was re-
ceived from the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the joint resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A joint resolution (H.J. Res. 76) appointing
the day for the convening of the second ses-
sion of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the joint resolu-
tion.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the joint
resolution be read a third time and
passed, the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the bill be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The joint resolution (H.J. Res. 76)
was ordered to a third reading, was
read the third time, and passed, as fol-
lows:

H.J. REs. 76

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the second regular
session of the One Hundred Fourteenth Con-
gress shall begin at noon on Monday, Janu-
ary 4, 2016.

————

STRENGTHENING EDUCATION
THROUGH RESEARCH ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 13, S. 227.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 227) to strengthen the Federal
education research system to make research
and evaluations more timely and relevant to
State and local needs in order to increase
student achievement.
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There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Alexander substitute
amendment be agreed to; the bill, as
amended, be read a third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2933) in the na-
ture of a substitute was agreed to.

(The amendment is printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘““Text of Amendments.”’)

The bill (S. 227), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

———

CONDEMNING THE GOVERNMENT
OF IRAN’S STATE-SPONSORED
PERSECUTION OF ITS BAHA’I MI-
NORITY AND ITS CONTINUED
VIOLATION OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL COVENANTS ON
HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 263, S. Res. 148.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 148) condemning the
Government of Iran’s state-sponsored perse-
cution of its Baha’i minority and its contin-
ued violation of the International Covenants
on Human Rights.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the Kirk amendment to
the resolution be agreed to; the resolu-
tion, as amended, be agreed to; the
Kirk amendment to the preamble be
agreed to; the preamble, as amended,
be agreed to; and that the motions to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The amendment (No. 2934) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To make a technical correction)

On page b, line 8, strike ‘12 and insert
9,

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

The amendment (No. 2935) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To make technical corrections)

In the tenth whereas clause of the pre-
amble, strike ‘12"’ and insert ‘‘9”’.

In the thirteenth whereas clause of the
preamble, strike ‘100’ and insert <‘71”".

The preamble, as amended,
agreed to.

The resolution, as amended, with its
preamble, as amended, reads as follows:
S. RES. 148

Whereas, in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1993,
1994, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2009, 2012, and
2013, Congress declared that it deplored the

148), as

was
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religious persecution by the Government of
Iran of the Baha’i community and would
hold the Government of Iran responsible for
upholding the rights of all Iranian nationals,
including members of the Baha’i Faith;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2014 Report
stated, ‘“The Baha’i community, the largest
non-Muslim religious minority in Iran, long
has been subject to particularly severe reli-
gious freedom violations. The government
views Baha’is, who number at least 300,000,
as ‘heretics’ and consequently they face re-
pression on the grounds of apostasy.’’;

Whereas the United States Commission on
International Religious Freedom 2014 Report
stated that ‘‘[slince 1979, authorities have
killed or executed more than 200 Baha’i lead-
ers, and more than 10,000 have been dis-
missed from government and university
jobs’ and ‘“‘[m]ore than 700 Baha’is have been
arbitrarily arrested since 2005°’;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated that the Government of Iran ‘‘pro-
hibits Baha’is from teaching and practicing
their faith and subjects them to many forms
of discrimination not faced by members of
other religious groups’ and ‘‘since the 1979
Islamic Revolution, formally denies Baha’i
students access to higher education’’;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘“The government requires Baha’is to
register with the police,” and ‘‘The govern-
ment raided Baha’i homes and businesses
and confiscated large amounts of private and
commercial property, as well as religious
materials.”’;

Whereas the Department of State 2013
International Religious Freedom Report
stated, ‘‘Baha’is are regularly denied com-
pensation for injury or criminal victimiza-
tion and the right to inherit property.’’;

Whereas, on August 27, 2014, the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran
issued a report (A/69/356), which stated, ‘‘The
human rights situation in the Islamic Re-
public of Iran remains of concern. Numerous
issues flagged by the General Assembly, the
United Nations human rights mechanisms
and the Secretary-General persist, and in
some cases appear to have worsened, some
recent overtures made by the Administra-
tion and the parliament notwithstanding.”’;

Whereas, on December 18, 2014, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/69/190), which ‘‘[e]xpresse[d] deep
concern’” over ‘‘[c]lontinued discrimination,
persecution and human rights violations
against persons belonging to unrecognized
religious minorities, particularly members
of the Baha’i [Flaith . . . and the effective
criminalization of membership in the Baha’i
[Flaith,” and called upon the Government of
Iran to ‘“‘emancipate the Baha’i community

and to accord all Baha’is, including
those imprisoned because of their beliefs, the
due process of law and the rights that they
are constitutionally guaranteed’’;

Whereas, since May of 2008, the Govern-
ment of Iran has imprisoned the seven mem-
bers of the former ad hoc leadership group of
the Baha’i community in Iran, known as the
Yaran-i-Iran, or ‘‘friends of Iran’—Mrs.
Fariba Kamalabadi, Mr. Jamaloddin
Khanjani, Mr. Afif Naeimi, Mr. Saeid Rezaie,
Mr. Behrouz Tavakkoli, Mrs. Mahvash Sabet,
and Mr. Vahid Tizfahm—and these individ-
uals are serving 20-year prison terms, the
longest sentences given to any current pris-
oner of conscience in Iran, on charges includ-
ing ‘‘spying for Israel, insulting religious
sanctities, propaganda against the regime
and spreading corruption on earth’’;

Whereas, beginning in May 2011, officials of
the Government of Iran in 4 cities conducted
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sweeping raids on the homes of dozens of in-
dividuals associated with the Baha’i Insti-
tute for Higher Education (BIHE) and ar-
rested and detained several educators associ-
ated with BIHE, and 9 BIHE educators are
now serving 4- or 5-year prison terms;

Whereas scores of Baha’i cemeteries have
been attacked, and, in April 2014, Revolu-
tionary Guards began excavating a Baha’i
cemetery in Shiraz, which is the site of 950
graves;

Whereas the Baha’i International Commu-
nity reported that there has been a recent
surge in anti-Baha’i hate propaganda in Ira-
nian state-sponsored media outlets, noting
that, in 2010 and 2011, approximately 22 anti-
Baha’i articles were appearing every month,
and, in 2014, the number of anti-Baha’i arti-
cles rose to approximately 401 per month—18
times the previous level;

Whereas there are currently 71 Baha’is in
prison in Iran;

Whereas the Government of Iran is party
to the International Covenants on Human
Rights and is in violation of its obligations
under the Covenants; and

Whereas the Comprehensive Iran Sanc-
tions, Accountability, and Divestment Act of
2010 (Public Law 111-195) authorizes the
President and the Secretary of State to im-
pose sanctions on individuals ‘‘responsible
for or complicit in, or responsible for order-
ing, controlling, or otherwise directing, the
commission of serious human rights abuses
against citizens of Iran or their family mem-
bers on or after June 12, 2009”’: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the Government of Iran’s
state-sponsored persecution of its Baha’i mi-
nority and its continued violation of the
International Covenants on Human Rights;

(2) calls on the Government of Iran to im-
mediately release the 7 imprisoned Baha’i
leaders, the 9 imprisoned Baha’i educators,
and all other prisoners held solely on ac-
count of their religion;

(3) calls on the President and Secretary of
State, in cooperation with responsible na-
tions, to immediately condemn the Govern-
ment of Iran’s continued violation of human
rights and demand the immediate release of
prisoners held solely on account of their reli-
gion; and

(4) urges the President and Secretary of
State to utilize available authorities, includ-
ing the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Ac-
countability, and Divestment Act of 2010, to
impose sanctions on officials of the Govern-
ment of Iran and other individuals directly
responsible for serious human rights abuses,
including abuses against the Baha’i commu-
nity of Iran.

———————

INTERNATIONAL MEGAN’S LAW TO
PREVENT DEMAND FOR CHILD
SEX TRAFFICKING

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 296, H.R. 515.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 515) to protect children from
exploitation, especially sex trafficking in
tourism, by providing advance notice of in-
tended travel by registered child-sex offend-
ers outside the United States to the govern-
ment of the country of destination, request-
ing foreign governments to notify the United
States when a known child-sex offender is
seeking to enter the United States, and for
other purposes.
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